
 
 
 

Tobacco Product Availability 
 
This reading list is a brief selection of journal articles, online reports and other web-based 
material on the topic of Tobacco Product Availability. Its purpose is to provide readers with an 
introduction to and overview of available literature on the topic. Listing a reference in no way 
implies an endorsement over other published research in this area.  
 
Availability  —(1) broadly speaking, how easy it is to get tobacco products, whether legally or 
illegally; (2) more specifically, physical presence of tobacco products, especially in the retail 
environment, as determined by the number and characteristics of tobacco sales outlets as well 
as hours and days of sale. (OTRU Glossary) 

Contraband 

Contraband Tobacco    any tobacco product that does not comply with the provisions of all 
applicable federal and provincial statutes. This includes importation, stamping, marking, 
manufacturing, distributing and payment of duties and taxes. Contraband tobacco originates 
from both domestic and international activities. [RCMP report] 
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Outlet Density 

Outlet Density — number of places selling tobacco expressed as a ratio by population or 
geographic area, e.g., 10 outlets per 500 population, 15 outlets per city block (OTRU Glossary). 
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Point of Sale 

Point of Sale (POS) — Point of Sale (POS) — place in the wholesale or retail environment 
where tobacco is sold, e.g., convenience store, gas station, grocery store. (OTRU Glossary) 
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